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Culture & Media Stream 
 
Have you ever wondered… 

 What exactly is popular culture and how does it influence my personal values? 
 Do gender, class, race or sexuality affect who gets to make popular culture, or how 

representation works to frame our experiences? 
 How do mass media and social media influence society’s understandings of things like rap music 

or schizophrenia or beauty? 
Then you should consider registering for CAP’s Culture & Media stream! 
 

Stream Overview 
 
Culture permeates much of what we do, how we do it, and how we understand it.  From five distinct 
angles, this stream explores issues of culture in the context of modern society. You will be introduced to 
the different intellectual perspectives associated with the disciplines of Film, Journalism, Music, and 
English, as well as The Institute for Gender, Race, Sexuality and Social Justice,– and you will be 
challenged to draw connections across and within these discourses. 
Cultural studies, as an area of academic and popular discourse, examines and questions commonly held 
definitions of art, beauty, power, inclusion and exclusion, ethics, markets, power exchange, and 
more.  The medium by which messages are delivered are as important to our understanding of culture 
as the content of the messages themselves. By exploring these issues through five interrelated courses, 
students will gain an introduction to academic study in the Humanities, the Social Science, and the 
Performing Arts. 
This stream may be of particular interest to students who plan on majoring in English, Sociology, or 
Gender, Race, Sexuality and Social Justice studies. 
 

Culture & Media Courses 
 
ASTU 100A Arts Studies Seminar (6 credits) – First Year CAP Seminar: Focuses on scholarly writing and 
reading, including both literature and introduction to academic scholarship. 
For detailed descriptions of the Culture & Media ASTU 100A courses offered in 2012, click here. 
 
Film 100 (3 credits) – Introduction to Film Studies: Basic aesthetic, economic, sociological, and 
technological aspects of film. 
 
Journalism 100 (3 credits) – New Media and Society: Development of new media technologies, their 
applications, and their cultural, political, and social impacts. (Please note: This is not a how-to course for 
aspiring journalists, but an examination of the transformations related to journalism and new media.) 
 
Music 120A (3 credits) – This course explores a wide range of popular music genres, including rock, the 
blues, soul, pop, hip hop, and different types of dance music (disco, house, techno, dubstep).  The 
musical properties that define the genres will be discussed along with cultural and aesthetic issues 
surrounding them. (No musical ability required.) 
 
Women’s and Gender Studies 101 (3 credits) – Gender, Race, Sex and Power: An overview of feminist 
debates and theoretical traditions. 
 

http://cap.arts.ubc.ca/cmastu100/
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Culture & Media ASTU 100A – 2012 Course Descriptions 
 
ASTU 100A C01 
This course provides an interdisciplinary foundation for academic writing and related research 
communicative practices within an interactive learning environment. The readings, in-class activities, 
online resources, and assignments are designed to emphasize and develop critical thinking skills 
necessary to be able, reflectively, to (a) decipher research texts, (b) learn how to access and use online 
research and writing tools, (c) work collaboratively in a diverse community of learners, and (d) produce 
coherent, informed, persuasive, and compelling academic writing by understanding the writing situation 
that surrounds various kinds of writing. This writing-intensive course, which takes rhetoric and writing 
itself as its subject, explores the social and cultural implications of culture production and media. We 
will explore the theme of culture and media through interrelated and interdisciplinary courses to gain a 
broad introduction to the social sciences through film, music, journalism, studies in gender and social 
justice, English, and cultural studies. In particular, we examine whether writing, and the various modes 
of reproducing words, can influence the way we think about these subjects, what we believe, and how 
we organize ourselves socially. Through a series of projects we will examine academic writing and the 
unique structures that create this specific, and often challenging, genre. Our investigation of research-
related resources, knowledge networks, digital tools, and rhetorical strategies that writers in various 
disciplines draw on to produce academic writing, will facilitate your own development of a powerful set 
of skills that will be vital to your success both in university courses, and future professional endeavors. 
 

ASTU 100A C03 
This course provides an interdisciplinary foundation for academic writing and related research 
communicative practices within an interactive learning environment.  The readings, in-class activities, 
online resources, and assignments are designed to emphasize and develop critical thinking skills 
necessary to be able, reflectively, to (a) decipher research texts, (b) learn how to access and use online 
research and writing tools, (c) work collaboratively in a diverse community of learners, and (d) produce 
coherent, informed, persuasive, and compelling academic writing by understanding the writing situation 
that surrounds various kinds of writing. This writing-intensive course, which takes rhetoric and writing 
itself as its subject, explores the social and cultural implications of culture production and media. We 
will explore the theme of culture and media through interrelated and interdisciplinary courses to gain a 
broad introduction to the social sciences through film, music, journalism, studies in gender and social 
justice, English, and cultural studies. In particular, we examine whether writing, and the various modes 
of reproducing words, can influence the way we think about these subjects, what we believe, and how 
we organize ourselves socially. Through a series of projects we will examine academic writing and the 
unique structures that create this specific, and often challenging, genre. Our investigation of research-
related resources, knowledge networks, digital tools, and rhetorical strategies that writers in various 
disciplines draw on to produce academic writing, will facilitate your own development of a powerful set 
of skills that will be vital to your success both in university courses, and future professional endeavors. 
 

Culture & Media Sample Texts & Assignments 
 
Sample Texts 
Cultural Theory in Everyday Practice, Anderson and Schlunke 
Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close, Foer 
Film: A Critical Introduction, 3rd ed., Pramaggiore and Wallis 
How Societies Work: Class, Power, and Change in a Canadian Context, Naiman 



5 
 

Let’s Talk About Love: A Journey to the End of Taste, Wilson 
My Year of Meats, Ozeki 
Participatory Journalism: Guarding Open Gates at Online Newspapers, Singer et al. 
Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood, Satrapi (book/film) 
Retromania: Pop Culture’s Addiction to Its Own Past, Reynolds 
Twilight, Meyer 
Selected articles from The New Yorker, The New York Times, The Guardian, The Tyee, The Vancouver 
Sun, and other news sources 

 
Sample Activities & Assignments 
Book reports on texts by leading new media and journalism authors like Clay Shirky and Jeff Jarvis 
Reader response to comic and graphic novel selections 
Academic “speed dating” – exchanging questions about texts and stories with other students 
Film analysis 
Oral presentations 
Group projects and group presentations 
Midterms, in-class essays, exams 
Research papers 

 
Highlighted Projects 
 
ASTU 100A 
Academic Speed Dating: Each student works on a question based on a selection of texts that expands on 
class discussion. They then have approximately 6 minutes in pairs to ask each other their questions and 
generate discussion about the texts. After 6 minutes, they rotate and work with another student and, at 
the end, they have a selection of different answers. Afterwards, they produce written responses to the 
exercise where they analyze their discussions and give a critical response to their classmates’ answers. It 
transforms the traditional classroom space into a dynamic forum for discussion and debate and allows 
students to apply their own frames of reference and experiences to the texts. 
 
Journalism 100 
Group presentations: Students will be assigned in groups to present the history and context behind 
major new media and journalism events. 
Tweeting and Blogging: Students will be assigned in groups to use Twitter and an in-class blogging tool 
to report on class presentations 
 

Culture & Media Faculty 
 
Kim Snowden (Stream Coordinator) 
Department: CAP / Institute for Gender, Race, Sexuality, and Social Justice 
 
Candis Callison 
Department: Graduate School of Journalism 
 
Lisa Coulthard 
Department: Theatre and Film 
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David Metzer 
Department: Music 
 
Sharalyn Orbaugh 
Department: Institute for Gender, Race, Sexuality, and Social Justice 
 
Janice Stewart 
Department: CAP / Institute for Gender, Race, Sexuality, and Social Justice 
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Global Citizens Stream 
 
Have you ever wondered… 

 What does it mean to be a citizen? How have forces of globalization changed the meanings and 
practices of citizenship? 

 How are we shaped by and identified with our local, ethnic and national communities? 
 What are our responsibilities and obligations as citizens, on both a local and global scale, in 

thinking about and representing others and ourselves? 
 Which stories and memories are heard in particular places and times, and which others are 

silenced? 
Then you should consider registering for CAP’s Global Citizens stream! 
 

Stream Overview 
 
The increasingly interconnected nature of the world today requires us to reimagine ourselves both as 
individuals and as participants in a global community. This stream considers issues of globalization and 
associated forms of modernization, as well as the personal, social, and ethical opportunities and 
responsibilities that come with those processes. You will be introduced to the different intellectual 
perspectives associated with the disciplines of Geography, Political Science, Sociology, and English – and 
you will be challenged to draw connections across and within these academic approaches. 
 
Issues and themes associated with Global Citizenship include identity, citizenship, social responsibility, 
political participation, environment stewardship, memory, trauma, and urban life. The way in which we 
perceive the world around us is often informed by a Western viewpoint, and the courses in this stream 
seek to illuminate and challenge this standpoint. 
 
This stream may be of particular interest to students who plan on majoring in English, Political Science, 
International Relations, or Sociology. 
 

Global Citizens Courses 
 
ASTU 100A Arts Studies Seminar (6 credits) – First Year CAP Seminar: Focuses on writing and reading, 
including both literature and introduction to academic scholarship. 
 
Geography 122 (3 credits) – Geography, Modernity, and Globalization: The human geography of the 
modern world since 1945: global interdependence in economic geography, geopolitics, and cultural 
geography; consequences of modernization, including demography, urbanization and environmental 
effects; regional case studies; reactions to modernization. 
 
Political Science 260 (3 credits) – Introduction to Global Politics: Applies conceptual tools to topics such 
as war, conflict management, the global economy, poverty, and civil society. 
 
Sociology 100C (6 credits) – Introduction to Sociology: Introduction to problems in the analysis of social 
structures and processes. Basic sociological concepts will be introduced and their application 
demonstrated in various areas of sociology. 
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Global Citizens ASTU 100A – 2012 Course Descriptions 

 

ASTU 100A G01 & G02 
ASTU 100A introduces students to and develops skills in academic writing, research and culture, and 
engages in the study of literature. More particularly, this course takes up the issues of “global 
citizenship” through the lens of literary, genre, and cultural studies by focusing on the life narratives that 
individuals and communities produce and consume.  What stories, memories, and subjects will be heard 
in contemporary culture? How can literature help individuals bear witness to personal and collective 
traumas? What role can life writing play in resisting dominant discourses that deny some subjects the 
rights of citizenship?  What does it mean to be an ethical producer and consumer of life narratives? As 
we take up broader issues of social justice, we will consider the place of representation of individuals 
and cultures in contemporary experiences of global citizenship—or its failures. Such analyses will allow 
us to develop, think with, and complicate concepts from your Sociology, Geography, and Political 
Science classes. To support our discussions and readings of these narratives, we will read related 
scholarship, and undertake our own research. 
 
Our discussions will engage with relevant scholarship from several disciplines, allowing us to explore 
both the practice and culture of academic research in the multidisciplinary context of CAP. Throughout 
the term, we will learn and practice academic research and writing practices, including citation, finding 
and evaluating sources, and presenting and producing scholarship (our own and others’). Students will 
have the opportunity to share and celebrate their research by participating in the CAP Student Research 
Conference at the Irving K. Barber Learning Centre. 
 

ASTU 100A G03 & G04 
What does it mean to be a citizen? How are we shaped by and identified with our ethnic and national 
communities? What happens when selves are displaced from these communities or feel dislocated 
within them? What are our responsibilities as citizens—globally and locally—in the ways we conceive of 
others and ourselves? What are the limitations and dangers that attend these responsibilities? In this 
course we will explore the personal, social, and ethical dimensions of citizenship through various life 
narratives, documentaries, ethnographic materials, creative projects, and scholarly articles in order to 
grapple with these questions. In the first term we will focus on three life stories concerned with identity, 
belonging, and national citizenship. How do these writers identify themselves and tell their stories of 
displacement and trauma? In the second term, we will trace how life stories have been used to 
stimulate ethical responsibility in readers and viewers, both in global and local contexts. How do these 
writers and directors witness the lives of others, particularly those who are disadvantaged, marginalized, 
or oppressed in a Western context? How do we, as students and scholars, interpret and respond to their 
stories? 
 
ASTU 100A will introduce you to the conventions of scholarly writing and methods of research in 
academic institutions. Together we will consider how academic genres are determined by our particular 
situations of communication (audience and purpose) and how different disciplines (Sociology, 
Geography, and Political Science) address issues of global and local concern in different and 
complementary ways. Our discussions will help you to develop skills in critical thought and social action 
through cultural engagement, academic scholarship, and literary texts. In this study, close attention will 
be paid to the way knowledge is shaped and produced and how to engage as thinkers in both scholarly 
and local communities. By the end of the year, you will have learned a range of research methods, 
produced scholarship in various forms, and engaged in cultural, rhetorical, and textual analyses. The 
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reading and writing assignments for this course will emphasize applying and practicing these skills in 
individual and collaborative ways. 
 

Global Citizens Sample Texts & Assignments 

 

Sample Texts 
Academic Writing: An Introduction, 2nd ed., Giltrow et al. 
Diamond Grill, Wah 
What is the What: A Novel, Eggers 
Persepolis: The Story of A Childhood, Satrapi 
International Relations: Brief 6th Edition, Goldstein 
Elements of Sociology: A Critical Canadian Introducion, 2nd ed., Steckley ed. 
 

Sample Activities & Assignments 
Writing exercises and workshops 
Writing portfolios 
Scholarly summaries and literature reviews 
Critical analyses of UBC’s Museum of Anthropology 
Group discussions and presentations 
Cultural studies of Vancouver 
Archival projects 
Research papers 
 

Highlighted Projects 
 
ASTU 100A 
Working with materials in the UBC Rare Books and Special Collections, including letters, photographs, 
comics, and newspapers, students will write an essay considering issues of representation and cultural 
memory in archives. This assignment helps students develop skills in undertaking primary research, and 
creating and pursuing research questions about such materials. 
 

Global Citizens Faculty 
 
Laurie McNeill (Stream Coordinator) 
Department: CAP / English 
 
Trevor Barnes 
Department: Geography 
 
Bonar Buffam 
Department: Sociology 
 
Robert Farkasch 
Department: Political Science 
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Liz Lee 
Department: Geography 
 
Bettina Stumm 
Department: CAP 
 
Rachael Sullivan 
Department: Sociology 
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Individual & Society Stream 
 
Have you ever wondered… 

 Why do you think, feel, and behave as you do? 
 How are you affected by social norms, social roles, and cultural traditions? 
 How do the market forces of supply and demand affect individual consumers and businesses? 
 How do economic events affect Canadian society? 
 How do literary and cultural texts shape and are shaped by society? 
 How do you acquire and use language to act within society? 

Then you should consider registering for CAP’s Individual & Society stream! 
 

Stream Overview 
 
The relationship between the individual and society often colours our world in ways we may not 
immediately recognize. This stream considers how individuals are products of and contributors to 
modern society. Examining issues and texts from psychological, economic, and literary perspectives, this 
stream will introduce students to ideas around identity, behaviour, and market forces, in the context of 
contemporary society. We will also pursue important concepts such as motivation and emotion, 
language and thought, producers and consumers, supply and demand, public and private, as well as 
social roles, values, and social justice. 
 
This stream may be of particular interest to students who plan on majoring in Economics, Psychology, 
English, or Commerce. 
 

Individual & Society Courses 
 
ASTU 100A Arts Studies Seminar (6 credits) – First Year CAP Seminar: Focuses on writing and reading, 
including both literature and introduction to academic scholarship. 
 
Economics 101 (3 credits) – Principles of Microeconomics: Elements of theory and of Canadian policy 
and institutions concerning the economics of markets and market behaviour, prices and costs, exchange 
and trade, competition and monopoly, distribution of income. 
 
Economics 102 (3 credits) – Principles of Macroeconomics: Elements of theory and of Canadian policy 
and institutions concerning the economics of growth and business cycles, national income accounting, 
interest and exchange rates, money and banking, the balance of trade. 
 
Psychology 100 (6 credits) – Introduction to Psychology: Introduction to methods and statistics, 
biopsychology, learning, perception, memory, cognition, motivation, assessment, developmental, 
personality, clinical, and social psychology. 
 

Individual & Society ASTU 100A – 2012 Course Descriptions 
 

ASTU 100A I01 & I02 
ASTU 100A combines literature with academic research and writing through the study of a core research 
topic, which for this class is “Reading as an individual and social practice.” Reading literature is often 
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viewed as an individual, private practice, and yet it is also highly social, as the current popularity of 
public book clubs like Canada Reads and online reviews on Chapters-Indigo attests. We will pursue this 
tension of reading as individual and social within the larger context of our CAP stream on Individual and 
Society. To do so, we will focus upon contemporary Canadian literary works that have attracted reading 
publics that stretch well beyond national borders. We will examine these texts from a literary 
perspective (as well as psychological and economics perspectives) as studies of individuals within 
society; in particular, we will focus on questions of identity (including gender, sexuality, race, ethnicity, 
religion, class, nationality) and social norms, constraints, and repercussions. We will also attend to 
specific situations in which these texts have been read, promoted and discussed, including newspaper 
reviews, online bookstores, and the book blogosphere. What types of cultural work does literature 
perform in society? How are we socialized as readers? How do the contemporary ways in which 
literature is evaluated, circulated, and consumed inform our literary selections and interpretations? 
What is our agency as readers of literature? 
 
As we pursue these and other research questions from a literary studies perspective, our work in ASTU 
100A also introduces you to the academic community and how its practices of scholarly reading, writing, 
and research produce knowledge. Together, we will analyze and practice various styles of academic 
discourse. Another term for style here is genre, typical ways in which we write and speak—and 
recognize writing and speaking—in a variety of situations. In addition to the Canadian literary works, our 
course readings include a series of academic articles about reading that addresses concepts such as 
identity, affect, social justice, media, and capitalism. As we study these articles, we will examine how the 
scholarly writers produce new knowledge, paying particular attention to how they cite existing research, 
identify a gap in our current knowledge, pose a research question, turn to a research site, and employ 
different methodologies to arrive at their research findings. Our critical readings will prepare you to join 
this scholarly conversation with your own academic writing about reading. 
 

ASTU 100A I03 
This course combines the study of literature and culture with the study of methods of academic 
research and writing. We will focus on a core theme: “Literature and Memory.” Memory is both an 
individual and a collective action. Psychologists and Cognitive Scientists may investigate how personal 
memories are made and stored. Economists may seek out methods to capture and quantify how our 
memories influence our daily lives. Scholars in the Humanities, on the other hand, are interested in a 
range of other topics. They study, for example, the relation between individual and collective memories, 
or consider how ethnic or religious groups, nations or societies, remember the past. Historians and 
literary critics explore how memories are carried through space and time; how memory is tempered 
with (at times, deliberate) acts of forgetting; and how events are commemorated, often through 
memorials and monuments. In this course, we will explore relationships between personal and 
collective memory as we encounter poetry, novels, memoirs, documentary films, and graphic narratives 
that act as technologies through which memories are shared and produced. 
 
In Term One, we will read texts that witness and remember World War Two, specifically the Holocaust 
and the internment of Japanese Canadians in B.C.. We will explore how personal accounts of these 
events have come to define a collective memory of the twentieth century. In Term Two, we will read 
texts that record and memorialize traumatic events that may, over time, come to define, for the western 
world, the current century: the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks and Hurricane Katrina. Reading 
these literary accounts, we will ask questions like the following: How is the Holocaust a necessary and 
yet problematic paradigm for understanding subsequent traumas? How can we compare accounts of 
memory that appear in different genres, told from different points of view? What can literature teach us 
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about how to talk about and remember historical crisis? How does literature contribute to, or 
complicate, our understanding of history? How do personal memories of trauma create or disrupt the 
memories of nations or groups? 
 
The course has a two-fold goal: to focus on historical and contemporary cultural themes, especially as 
they are represented in literary texts, and to help students learn practices of knowledge-making and 
writing in the social sciences and humanities. Students will investigate the ways that scholars in 
particular disciplines use the knowledge-making and writing styles of their disciplines, and will then 
experiment with genres of academic writing. Students will learn some of the features that distinguish 
academic writing in general from other writing (in journalism or in blogs, for example) and some of the 
features that distinguish writing in one discipline from writing in another. While students are not yet 
fully contributing members of academic disciplines, they are novice members of them, and student 
essays themselves constitute a genre of academic writing. Student essays are, at their best, 
contributions to an ongoing conversation about issues approached through disciplinary—or sometimes, 
interdisciplinary—study. 
 

ASTU 100A I04 
This course provides an interdisciplinary foundation for academic writing and related research 
communicative practices within an interactive learning environment. The readings, in-class activities, 
online resources, and assignments are designed to emphasize and develop critical thinking skills 
necessary to be able, reflectively, to (a) decipher research texts, (b) learn how to access and use online 
research and writing tools, (c) work collaboratively in a diverse community of learners, and (d) produce 
coherent, informed, persuasive, and compelling academic writing by understanding the writing situation 
that surrounds various kinds of writing. This writing-intensive course, which takes rhetoric and writing 
itself as its subject, explores the individual, social, and cultural implications of culture production and 
media. We will explore the theme of individual and society through interrelated and interdisciplinary 
courses to gain a broad introduction to the humanities and social sciences through economics, 
psychology, English and cultural studies. In particular, we examine whether writing, and the various 
modes of reproducing words and texts, can influence the way we think about these subjects, what we 
believe, and how we organize ourselves socially. Through a series of projects we will examine academic 
writing and the unique structures that create this specific, and often challenging, genre. Our 
investigation of research-related resources, knowledge networks, digital tools, and rhetorical strategies 
that writers in various disciplines draw on to produce academic writing, will facilitate your own 
development of a powerful set of skills that will be vital to your success both in university courses, and 
future professional endeavors. 
 

Individual & Society Sample Texts & Assignments 
 

Sample Texts 
Academic Writing: An Introduction, 2nd ed., Giltrow et al. 
A Complicated Kindness, Toews 
The Economist, The Financial Times and The Wall Street Journal 
Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close, Foer 
Graphic novels, including Watchmen, Maus, Paying for It [excerpts] 
Life of Pi, Martel 
My Year of Meats, Ozeki 
Obasan, Kogawa 
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Principles of Microeconomics, Mankiw et al. 
Principles of Macroeconomics, Mankiw et al. 
Psychology: Themes & Variations, Weiten & McCann 
Rooms for Rent in the Outer Planets, Purdy 
She’s a Boy I Knew [excerpt] 
Three Day Road, Boyden 
Transamerica [excerpt] 
 

Sample Activities & Assignments 
Stream-wide lectures (i.e., disciplinary approaches to the Vancouver Stanley Cup Riot) 
Scholarly summaries and a literature review 
In-class interactive exercises and online experiments 
Archival research in UBC’s Rare Books and Special Collections 
Quizzes, problem sets, and exams 
Responses to public art on campus 
Policy-based projects 
Group projects, presentations, and student galleries 
Research proposals and papers 
 

Highlighted Projects 
 

Economics 101 and 102 
On-line experiments, conducted on three selected evenings during the term, give students the 
opportunity to participate in real-time, online markets with their classmates and the professor. These 
experiments help students understand how real markets operate, how they organize the economic 
activity of disparate consumers and businesses, and how the market collects and processes information. 
Students are assigned a variety of roles to play in each experiment and their success as market 
participants becomes a (small) part of their overall course grade. 
 
ASTU 100A 
Academic Speed Dating: Each student works on a question based on a selection of texts that expands on 
class discussion. They then have approximately 6 minutes in pairs to ask each other their questions and 
generate discussion about the texts. After 6 minutes, they rotate and work with another student and, at 
the end, they have a selection of different answers. Afterwards, they produce written responses to the 
exercise where they analyze their discussions and give a critical response to their classmates’ answers. It 
transforms the traditional classroom space into a dynamic forum for discussion and debate and allows 
students to apply their own frames of reference and experiences to the texts. 
Archival research in UBC’s Rare Books and Special Collections. Students spend one week examining 
readers’ responses to Joy Kogawa’s Obasan, a semi-autobiographical novel about the treatment of 
Japanese-Canadians during and after World War II. Students analyze these readers’ responses in relation 
to an argument by a literary scholar, and present their research findings in the form of a short paper. 
This project helps students understand how academics conduct primary research to produce new 
knowledge. 
 
Psychology 100 
Article Report: A psychological research article is assigned for students to read and summarize during 
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Term 1. Each student writes a short article report summarizing and critiquing the article. Students are 
welcome to work in groups when discussing the article report, but the paper is written independently. 
 
Group Project: During Term 2, students (working in teams of 2 or 3) conduct their own psychological 
experiment on an assigned topic. Students are responsible for designing and conducting the experiment 
and submitting a report. 
 

Individual & Society Faculty 
 
Kathryn Grafton (Stream Coordinator) 
Department: CAP / English 
 
Moberley Luger 
Department: CAP / Arts Studies in Research and Writing 
 
Gerald McIntyre 
Department: Economics 
 
Kim Snowden 
Department: CAP / Institute for Gender, Race, Sexuality, and Social Justice 
 
Paul Wehr 
Department: Psychology 
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Law & Society Stream 
 
Have you ever wondered… 

 How did certain nations arrive at their current social and political organization? Does the 
concept of “the nation” accurately reflect the diversity of human societies? 

 In what ways has the rise of nation states paralleled – or caused – the marginalization of 
Indigenous peoples and other populations around the world? 

 What effect will global economic, political, and environmental changes have on our 
understanding of local communities? 

 Why have states intervened in the affairs of other states? How have they justified their 
interventions? And how has international law evolved to handle these crises? 

 Is “the law” always ethical? How do ethical concepts like morality and justice inform or 
contradict institutionalized laws? 

 What different experiences of human rights (and their violations) do individuals encounter and 
what can we learn from these different experiences? 

 
Then you should consider registering for CAP’s Law & Society stream! 
 

Stream Overview 
Legal and political forces influence the everyday life of all citizens, whether they choose to abide by 
these institutionalized guidelines or not. With a focus on the Canadian context, this stream examines 
modern nation states and the political systems that govern them, and how these systems influence the 
social development of diverse populations. Through the disciplinary lenses of Anthropology, History, 
English, Aboriginal Studies, and Political Science, students will engage with issues like human rights, 
nationalism, globalization, discrimination, government, environment, knowledge, and war. 
 
Beyond the Canadian context, this stream will introduce you to historical instances when ideas of 
legality and humanity come into conflict. Students will be challenged to consider global and local 
perspectives associated with the breakdown and restoration of law and society in a variety of contexts. 
Students will also be encouraged to think about their own place within these larger stories and contexts. 
 
This stream may be of particular interest to students who plan on majoring in History, Political Science, 
or Cultural Anthropology. 
 

Law & Society Courses 
 
ASTU 100A Arts Studies Seminar (6 credits) – First Year CAP Seminar: Focuses on writing and reading, 
including both literature and introduction to academic scholarship. 
 
Anthropology 100 (3 credits) – Introduction to Cultural Anthropology: Basic concepts and methods of 
anthropology; culture and race; comparative study of social systems, religion, symbolism, art, and other 
institutions. Examples are drawn from a variety of cultures. 
 
History 104 (3 credits) – Topics in World History: Thematically-organized topics will explore global 
aspects of human experience across time. Each section will examine a single theme. Check with the 
department for course offerings. 
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History 105 (3 credits) – Contemporary Global Issues in Historical Perspective: Places issues and 
problems of current relevance such as disease, terrorism, drugs, or ethnic conflict in historical 
perspective. Each section will explore a single theme. 
 
Political Science 101 (3 credits) – The Government of Canada: An examination of the institutions and 
processes of Canadian government. 
 

Law & Society ASTU 100A – Course Descriptions 
 

ASTU 100A L01, L03, & L04 
ASTU 100A combines literature with academic research and writing through the study of a core research 
topic, which for this class is “Reading as an individual and social practice.” Reading literature is often 
viewed as an individual, private practice, and yet it is also highly social, as the current popularity of 
public book clubs like Canada Reads and online reviews on Chapters-Indigo attests. We will pursue this 
tension of reading as individual and social within the larger context of our CAP stream on Individual and 
Society. To do so, we will focus upon contemporary Canadian literary works that have attracted reading 
publics that stretch well beyond national borders. We will examine these texts from a literary 
perspective (as well as psychological and economics perspectives) as studies of individuals within 
society; in particular, we will focus on questions of identity (including gender, sexuality, race, ethnicity, 
religion, class, nationality) and social norms, constraints, and repercussions. We will also attend to 
specific situations in which these texts have been read, promoted and discussed, including newspaper 
reviews, online bookstores, and the book blogosphere. What types of cultural work does literature 
perform in society? How are we socialized as readers? How do the contemporary ways in which 
literature is evaluated, circulated, and consumed inform our literary selections and interpretations? 
What is our agency as readers of literature? 
 
As we pursue these and other research questions from a literary studies perspective, our work in ASTU 
100A also introduces you to the academic community and how its practices of scholarly reading, writing, 
and research produce knowledge. Together, we will analyze and practice various styles of academic 
discourse. Another term for style here is genre, typical ways in which we write and speak—and 
recognize writing and speaking—in a variety of situations. In addition to the Canadian literary works, our 
course readings include a series of academic articles about reading that addresses concepts such as 
identity, affect, social justice, media, and capitalism. As we study these articles, we will examine how the 
scholarly writers produce new knowledge, paying particular attention to how they cite existing research, 
identify a gap in our current knowledge, pose a research question, turn to a research site, and employ 
different methodologies to arrive at their research findings. Our critical readings will prepare you to join 
this scholarly conversation with your own academic writing about reading. 
 

ASTU 100A L02 
 
What does it mean to be human? What are “human rights” from a legal and social perspective? To what 
extent do we see these rights damaged or destroyed by human wrongs? In this course we will examine 
concepts and legal constitutions of human rights (internationally and nationally) and consider the nature 
of its violations as revealed in the narrative accounts and testimonies of its victims. To that end we will 
be looking at biographical and autobiographical narratives in the form of text, comics, documentary, 
archival material, and artifact. In the first term we will focus on human rights violations in genocide and 
war from an international perspective. We will begin with the “Declaration of Human Rights” and its 
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creation after WW2/Nazi genocide and consider how its tenets apply to wars and upheavals in the 
Middle East and Sudan. In the second term we will focus on human rights violations much closer to 
home, examining the oppression and marginalization of Indigenous groups and Chinese immigrants in 
Canada and sex workers in Vancouver. In the process we examine definitions of “rights,” “justice,” 
“testimony,” “ethics,” and “responsibility” and interrogate issues of discrimination in texts from various 
disciplines. 
 
ASTU 100A is a 6-credit-course that will introduce you to the skills you need to read, think, write, and do 
research at the university level. We will be active in not only retaining and reproducing the knowledge 
presented in class, but also in learning how to become strong scholars whose task is to produce new 
knowledge. To reach this goal, you will be taught to extract important concepts from your readings, 
evaluate their function and relevance, consider how they connect to your work in other disciplines 
(History, Anthropology, Political Science), and develop new knowledge by combining this information 
with research. The reading and writing assignments for this course will emphasize applying and 
practicing these skills in individual and collaborative ways. 
 

Law & Society Sample Texts & Assignments 
 

Sample Texts 
The Canadian Regime, Malcolmson & Myers 
Cultural Anthropology, Miller et al. 
Democratizing the Constitution, Aucoin, Jarvis, and Turnbull 
The Devastation of the Indies, de las Casas 
Diamond Grill, Wah 
First Nations 101, Gray 
The Guest, Camus 
Handmaid’s Tale, Atwood 
Louis Riel: A Comic-Strip Biography, Brown 
The Responsibility to Protect, International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty 
 

Sample Activities & Assignments 
Article reviews 
Quizzes and exams 
Research portfolios 
Writing workshops 
Essays and research papers 
 

Law & Society Faculty 
 
Heather Latimer (Stream Coordinator) 
Department: CAP 
 
Tim Brook 
Department: History 
 



19 
 

Paul Kopas 
Department: Political Science 
 
Leslie Robertson 
Department: Anthropology 
 
Bettina Stumm 
Department: CAP 
 
Coll Thrush 
Department: History 
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PPE (Philosophy, Political Science, and Economics) Stream 
 
Have you ever wondered… 

 How does an economic decision, like raising minimum wage, influence social and political 
issues? 

 What are the strengths and drawbacks of having a capitalist economic system in a democratic 
society? 

 How much influence should Government have in the everyday lives of citizens? Are there risks 
associated with too much or too little influence? 

 How do scholars produce new knowledge? How do first-year students participate in knowledge-
making activities? 

Then you should consider registering for CAP’s PPE stream! 
 

Stream Overview 
 
PPE is organized around ideas that are fundamental to understanding the social world. Critical thinking 
and a multi-disciplinary approach are emphasized when considering issues like government policy, 
economic organization, social ills, and social justice. Students will develop theoretical and practical skills 
associated with scholarly research and discussion in the Humanities and Social Sciences. 
 
Loosely modeled on a successful undergraduate program at the University of Oxford, this stream 
engages students via four disciplinary perspectives: Philosophy, Political Science, Economics, and 
English. Though the focus is aimed primarily at the Canadian context, courses in this stream will also 
consider global scenarios, and students are encouraged to apply broadly the knowledge they gain in 
PPE. 
 
This stream may be of particular interest to students who plan on majoring in Philosophy, Political 
Science, Economics, Commerce, and International Relations. 
 

PPE Courses 
 
ASTU 100B Arts Studies Seminar (3 credits) – First Year CAP Seminar: Focuses on academic reading, 
writing, and research. 
 
Economics 101 (3 credits) – Principles of Microeconomics: Elements of theory and of Canadian policy 
and institutions concerning the economics of markets and market behaviour, prices and costs, exchange 
and trade, competition and monopoly, distribution of income. 
 
Economics 102 (3 credits) – Principles of Macroeconomics: Elements of theory and of Canadian policy 
and institutions concerning the economics of growth and business cycles, national income accounting, 
interest and exchange rates, money and banking, the balance of trade. 
 
Political Science 100 (3 credits) – Introduction to Politics: Political issues and case studies, drawn from 
Canadian and international contexts, will be used to introduce students to central debates and concepts 
of politics and political analysis. 
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Political Science 101 (3 credits) – The Government of Canada: An examination of the institutions and 
processes of Canadian government. 
 
Philosophy 102 (3 credits) – Introduction to Philosophy: Basic problems and methods of philosophy. 
Topics such as morality, personal identity, free will and determinism, and the meaning of life. 
 

PPE ASTU 100B – 2012 Course Descriptions 
 

ASTU 100B P01, P02, & P05 
What does it mean to do research on a concept so difficult to define as happiness? Some idea of 
happiness is at the root of our stream’s three disciplines: in how philosophy thinks about “the good life,” 
in political theory’s basic right to a “pursuit of happiness,” and in economics’s analysis of how capitalism 
distributes of resources to secure “the greatest happiness of the greatest number.” More recently, 
however, happiness has become an object of research in the social sciences, with quantifiable concepts 
like “Gross National Happiness” and “happiness indicators” (stable communities, marriage, prosperity, 
and so on) pointing to a broadening concept of well‐being. But happiness has also very recently become 
a site for political debate, in which the very ways scholars conduct research into it can run the risk of 
marginalizing whole groups of apparently stubborn, unhappy people. By looking at how the concept of 
happiness is tied into national identity, economic organization, gendered and racialized identities, 
consumption, and ecological sustainability, we will discuss how research on happiness has real‐world 
effects, shaping how well‐adjusted we feel to these areas of concern. 
 
By examining how different disciplines frame and research the question of happiness, this course offers 
students insight into how to design their own research projects and carry them through. We will treat 
academic research as an ongoing conversation between researchers, with its own set of discursive 
norms and rules. Learning how that conversation works will be critical to success in the course. We will 
also encounter academic research as a multistaged process: we will learn how to review academic 
literature on a topic, summarize research papers, posit a knowledge deficit, compose a research 
question, choose a methodology, and, finally, write an original research paper. Importantly, this is not a 
course about how to be happy: our investigation will ask not what happiness is so much as what certain 
notions of happiness do in the world. We will consider how individual happiness functions in a broader 
social context, bringing to light a series of other relations that it often obscures. 
 

ASTU 100B P03 
In this course, you will take up academic styles of writing both as writers and as readers. Another term 
for style here is genre, typical ways in which we write and speak—and recognize writing and speaking—
in a variety of situations. Our course readings include instances of scholarly genres, a series of academic 
articles that are all concerned with the same research topic, reading. The writers of these articles pursue 
reading as a way of acting in society: they study reading as a private and public practice, as a means to 
bring about personal transformation and broader political change, and as a form of labour in the context 
of capitalism. We will pursue these reading-related issues from a literary perspective as well as the 
larger disciplinary contexts of our PPE stream: economics, philosophy, and political science. As we read 
the scholarly articles, we will examine how these academics produce knowledge, paying particular 
attention to how they identify a knowledge deficit, pose a research question, cite existing research, and 
employ different methodologies. Our critical readings will prepare you to join this scholarly conversation 
with your own academic writing about reading. Your heightened awareness of academic genres will also 
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give you an informed perspective of all genres that you engage to write and speak your way in the 
world. 
 
At the end of the course, you will produce a research paper. In anticipation of this final destination, we 
will work together through different stages of academic research and writing, including: 

 reading for scholarly writers’ main ideas and then summarizing these sources; 
 interpreting non-academic sources in ways that appeal to other scholarly readers; 
 assembling voices for a scholarly conversation, and taking a position within this conversation; 
 and finally, contributing to existing knowledge from a position of limited knowledge. 

Throughout these stages, you will produce assignments including a summary, literature review, research 
proposal, and research paper. As readers and writers of scholarly genres, we will dedicate our in-class 
time to discussions, reading and writing exercises, and pair and group work. 
 

ASTU 100B P04 
In this section of ASTU 100B, we will take up the study of academic research and writing practices, 
using genre to help us understand how to participate in the scholarly practices of the university and 
adopt the knowledge-making moves necessary in both academic and professional situations. We will 
organize these theoretical and practical discussions through developing a semester-long research site: 
the circulation and production of life narratives in contemporary Western culture. Our scholarly 
readings help us consider the economic, political, ethical, and personal implications of representing 
selves and others in this socio-historic moment, allowing us to make connections to discussions in our 
other stream courses while developing our own lines of inquiry through the lens of literary analysis. 
Throughout the term, we will learn and practice academic research and writing practices, including 
citation, finding and evaluating sources, and presenting and producing scholarship (our own and 
others’). At the end of the year, students are invited to share their work with the wider CAP and 
university community at the annual CAP Student Research Conference. 
 

PPE Sample Texts & Assignments 
 

Sample Texts 
Academic Writing: An Introduction, 2nd ed., Giltrow et al. 
The Canadian Regime 5th ed., Malcolmson and Myers 
Democracy in Canada, 7th ed., Brooks 
The Elements of Philosophy: Readings from Past and Present, Szabo-Gendler et al. 
The Empowered Writer, Henderson 
Principles of Macroeconomics, Mankiw et al. 
Principles of Microeconomics, Mankiw et al. 
Watchmen, Moore & Gibbons 
 

Sample Activities & Assignments 
Quizzes and exams 
Group exercises 
Problem sets 
Scholarly summaries and literature reviews 
Writing exercises, peer review, and writing workshops 
Group research presentations 
Research proposals and papers 
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Highlighted Projects 
 

Political Science 101 
Article Review. Students are given a choice of topics on which to write a short paper. They are asked to 
choose one article that they will use for the short paper and write a separate article review on it. This 
assignment is designed to aid the student in choosing appropriate materials for research papers, 
understand the key arguments from the material, and succinctly communicating that argument. 
 

ASTU 100B 
Literature Review. Students choose a research topic (based on the focus of their section of ASTU 100B), 
and then write a scholarly literature review. Students learn to identify major abstractions (or concepts), 
find appropriate secondary sources using the library databases, place academics in discussion with one 
another, and take a position within this conversation. 
 

PPE Faculty 
 
Evan Mauro (Stream Coordinator) 
Department: CAP 
 
Rana Ahmad 
Department: Philosophy 
 
Bruce Baum 
Department: Political Science 
 
Clive Chapple 
Department: Economics 
 
Alan Craigie 
Department: Political Science 
 
Kathryn Grafton 
Department: CAP / English 
 
Laurie McNeill 
Department: CAP / English 
 
Henry Siu 
Department: Economics 
 
 
 


